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The enormity of the World War surpasses all standards that the wars of the 
past have hitherto attained. Conflicts, which previously had held the planet 
in suspense, are today almost forgotten. Since the 4th of August 1914 the 
German folk has probably every day learned about what was happening out 
there on all fronts through the reports of the Supreme Army Command. With 
this manner of coverage, however, the general public must remain barred 
from the knowledge about the larger context. Therefore, the General Staff of 
the field army has decided to prepare a series of monographs for publication, 
in which the German folk will be given a [better] understanding about the 
course of the most important combat operations in the current monumental 
folk-struggle. What these accounts present is still not military history. Years, 
if not decades, will pass before the internal relationships of these events are 
completely disclosed. This will only be the case when, aside from the 
archives of the German and the combined general staffs, also those of our 
opponents have been opened. Already today, however, through accounts 
from the pens of men who participated in the fighting, and who have the 
official source documents available to them, the German folk will become 
informed about the course of the most important battles. 
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It is perhaps possible that later research will alter the picture here and there. 
This is, however, no reason to refrain for now altogether on an account by 
utilising official source documents. This would feed/achieve the formation of 
rumours and legends, which itself easily get established in the minds of the 
folk, so that it will be difficult, if not impossible, later clarity to manage. The 
series is not intended for military science, rather for the German folk in its 
entire breadth as the supporters of the war, above all for the comrade-in- 
arms himself, in order their understanding to foster for the monumental 
events, to whose success they themselves have willingly sacrificed blood and 
body. 


GroßesHauptquartier, Autumn 1917, 
DerGeneralstabdesFeldheeres 
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Introduction. 


The glorious successes for our relentlessly advancing army in France during 
August and September 1914 and the annihilation of the invading Russian 
armies under Grand Duke Nikolaj Nikolajewitsch in East Prussia by 


Generalfeldmarschall von Hindenburg -- who in the meantime has become a 
national hero -- at Tannenberg and the Masurian Lakes, still remains for each 
and everyone on the frontlines and in the homeland a fresh, immediate 
memory, when our Supreme Command [infolge] here not [naher] to 
[erorternder] circumstances to the hitherto [frisch-frohlichen] war of 
movement [vorubergehend] a complete different [Geprage] gave. The war 
of movement became one of static warfare. All of us on the frontlines were 
disappointed by this change; however, with unbounded trust in our army 
command we quickly reconciled ourselves to it. We did it [um so lieber], 
when we very quickly on one’s own body the advantages of the static 
warfare for the individual soldier to feel. The whole supply -- the provisions, 
the transport of ammunition, the mail, the reinforcements, the training -- all 
that [bekam] soon a routine form in the [peaceful] conditions. Life in the 
trenches and below the ground was indeed something new to us, but one 
quickly becomes accustomed to all of this, especially in war. 

Winter approached. Not a very pleasant prospect! We attempted to 
adapt ourselves as well as possible to the trenches and to protect ourselves 
against the impending cold weather. The trenches, as well as their 
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dug-outs, became deeper and deeper, and the wire obstructions up front 
became ever wider. We all believed that the winter months would be 
peaceful. 

Behind the [ehernen Wallen] in the west and east was in the 
Fatherland tirelessly worked. The preparations for the formation of a new 
and strong army was in motion; the masses of available manpower at 
garrisons in the homeland were trained according to the knowledge hitherto 
gained in the war. One hoped [wohl allgemein], that with this army the 
decision/decisive would be sought early in the new year. Our general staff, 
however, had decided otherwise. One did not want to allow the enemy time 
to rest until the arrival of the warmer weather. After being thoroughly trained 
during the winter our new forces were to be committed against the enemy. 
At the end of January 1915 the newly established corps were ready to be 
deployed. 

When in August 1914 the war on two fronts had been forced upon our 
Fatherland, the intention of the German general staff had it [gelegen], to first 
pin down the foe in the west and thereafter shift to the east with all available 
forces. In the meantime was through the reversal of the entire situation of 
the war plan an exact [entgegengesetzter] become. In the west [sollte] in 
the [festen] positions the [Errungene behauptet] to be, and in the east 
[sollte] a surprise, unexpected from the hibernating Russian bear, strike with 
a forceful, stinging blow, and our beautiful eastern borderland entirely from 
the thieving and scorching enemy be liberated, and the East Prussian 
refugees a return to their native soil for all time [gestattete]. 
Generalfeldmarschall von Hindenburg was the progenitor of this plan; he was 
also entrusted by His Majesty the Kaiser with carrying out the operation. 
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The Situation on the Northeast Front in January 1915. 


The domain along the East Prussia--Russia border was covered with a deep 
snow when the new campaign against Russia could begin. The German 8th 
Army was under the command of General der Infanterie Otto von Below 
about the turn of the year 1914/15 the Russians in fortified positions in an 
approximate line Spirding Lake — Mauer Lake along the Angerapp, and the 
Inster opposite. On its right wing [anschließend] was the southern border of 
the Prussian lands east of the Vistula secured by a border guard. (see map 
1.) 

The Russian position in the north began on the Szeszupa to north of 
Pillkallen, ran to the west [around] the Schorell Forest and continued over 
Spullen, east of Gumbinnen, west of Goldap, east of Lotzen, west of 
Johannisburg past and then along the Pisseck. Approximately 100,000 
Germans -- for the most part Landwehr and Landsturm -- formed an 
impenetrable wall here on a stretch of [annahernd] 170 kilometres to the 
opposing approximately 220,000 man strong Russian 10th Army under 
General Siewers. Under unspeakable difficulties our heroes had held firm 
against the frequent, forcefully-conducted Russian attacks, thus blocking the 
enemy from a further invasion into German land, and saved it from being 
desolated. 

According to the reports received at the Headquarters Posen [beim 
Oberbefehlshaber Ost] the enemy appeared a new 12th Army in the region 
north of the Vistula midway between Nowogeorgiewsk and Thorn 
[ZuSammenzuziehen], in order perhaps [seinerseits] to go over to the attack. 
(see overview map on pg. [...]). 
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There reigned a bitter cold. Daily accumulated the ceaselessly falling 
new snow in the [Oststurm] metre-high snow drifts before the defensive 
works. The water courses, so far as they were not kept open by ice breakers 
and similar means, were frozen solid. 

Thus was the situation when Genera/feldmarschal/ von Hindenburg 
raised his arm, in order to demolish the Russian north wing. 

The Victor of Tannenberg knew no half-measures. He was firmly 
resolved to conduct a battle of annihilation, [so] unfavourable the conditions 
also in every relationship for this [lagen]. To this end, four new army corps 
could be placed at the disposal the Chief of the General Staff of the field 
army. How should a decisive victory be fought with these relatively weak 
forces against the Russian masses in the middle of the Russian winter? 

A purely frontal attack against the strongly fortified Russian positions, 


which had been constructed with all means of modern static warfare, one 
would have had all foresight after the spilling of much blood [müssen], in 
order to be successful. Such an attack would certainly have also had led to 
the result, to clear the German land of the invaders; however one would 
have probably only pushed them back in a due easterly direction out of their 
entrenchments and back over the border. That would not have been an 
Hindenburgian decision. The foe had to be chased out of East Prussian lands 
forever. Nothing less thantheannihilation of the entire Russ 
ian 10th Army was planned by the German army commander. 
Therefore, for the frontal attack, only weaker forces were [bestimmt], while 
from the outset were strong troops to be committed for the far [ausholender] 
envelopment against the foe’s probable roads of retreat from the north and 
south. 

The purpose of the following pages is to [setzen] a lasting memorial to 
the inspired leaders and the valiant troops who were called upon to carry out 
the field commander’s plan! 
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The German Forces 


At the end of January and beginning of February the XXI. Army Corps 
(General der Inf. Fritz v. Below) and the newly formed Reserve Corps XXXVIII. 
(General d. Kav. v. d. Marwitz), XXXIX. (Generalleutnant v. Lauenstein) and 
XL. [heran] rolled on the trains across the Vistula bridges in order to be 
unloaded behind the Army of General von Below. Generalfeldmarschall von 
Hindenburg had [bestimmt], that the XL. Reserve Corps under General 
Litzmann behind the south wing, the remaining forces should array behind 
the north wing of the 8th Army. Since the Chief of the General Staff of the 
field army had also a new [zusammengetretenes] Army High Command 
placed at his disposal, Generalfeldmarschall von Hindenburg could allow a 
reorganisation of the approximately 250,000 man strong force assembled for 
the impending combat in East Prussia. The troops located north of the 
Eydtkuhnen — Insterburg — Königsberg railway were subordinated to the 
Army High Command [as] the 10th Army. As the Army’s leader took over 
here Generaloberst von Eichhorn the command. Connection to the south 
until to the Pisseck Sector should the proven supreme commander of the 8th 
Army the troops lead into the fighting. The [nahere Zusammensetzung] of 
the 8th and 10th Armies [gibt] the [nebenstehende] order of battle (see page 
[...]). 

Both Armies were comprised of active troops only for the [smallest] 
part. A whole range of the formations intended for the attacking army corps 


were newly created. They indeed possessed a nucleus of battle-tested 
leaders and men, but the majority of the troops were newly trained 
volunteers of the most differing ages, Ersatz reservists, and [ungediente] 
Landsturm people. The divisions and corps had yet to be under fire as [whole 
formations]. Nevertheless Hindenburg risked in the trust on the proven 
commanders — names such as Eichhorn, Below, Litzmann, Marwitz, 
Lauenstein, and Falk were a good/fine guarantee — the great 
undertaking/operation, the Russian winter with despite its extreme cold 
temperatures and the giant masses of snow. 
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He had not [sich] [verrechnet]! His troops and commanders did not leave 
him in a bind, they were ready to give their all. In fact, back then it was 
already for everyone something special to fight under Hindenburg’s banner. 
Unbounded trust [beseelte] the armies from the oldest man of the Landsturm 
to the youngest volunteer, when the Marschal//to the attack [rief]. 
Hindenburg could demand from the troops what he wanted. May it [noch] so 
much exertion, still so much blood, [noch] such great privations cost — each 
was firmly [davon überzeugt], that the Feldmarschall would not demand 
what was not ecessary for the great objective. 


Beginning of the Operations 


The German plans for campaign [ging dahin], the south wing of the Russian 
10th Army with heavy artillery in his fortified positions by Johannisburg and 
to the south until to the border to demolish and then with the German forces 
assembled [opposite] to break through. At the same time should by the 
German 10th Army the to the northeast [umbiegende] north wing of the 
enemy’s own 10th Army unexpectedly [angepackt] and under envelopment 
of the north flank be thrown back to the south. [Alles kam darauf an], that 
the south wing of the 8th Army and the north wing of the 10th Army quickly 
forward [kamen] and to the foe the withdrawal roads to the east [verlegten], 
while the centre of the battlefront the opposing Russian forces through 
attack as long as possible [festhielt]. Should this plan in fact succeed, almost 
Superhuman demands demands would thus have to be placed upon the units 
advancing on the wings. The leadership had large numbers of sleds prepared 
and had precautions [getroffen], that the vehicles [mittels von] sled runners 
could easily move forward in the snow. 

On the 28th January had Genera/feldmarschall von Hindenburg from 
Posen [aus] his objectives/intentions for the impending operations of the 
subordinated units by way of order announced. In plain, clear wording, as is 
our Hindenburg’s style, [hieß es darin neben Weisungen] for the protection 
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of the right and left flanks: “I intend for the 10th Army with its left wing in 
the direction of Tilsit — Wylkowyszki for the envelopment of the northern 


wing [anzusetzen], the enemy with the Landwehr Division Königsberg of the 
10th Army and the left wing of the 8th Army in the frontal fighting to 
[binden] and the right wing of the 8th Army [to allow to] attack against Arys 
— Johannisburg and to the south.” 

These orders [folgte] on the 5th of February from Insterburg, to where 
the supreme commander of the German eastern forces, had since 
transferred his headquarters, in order the events to be closer, a second, 
which the actions of the two Armies prepared for the attack more specifically 
[umzeichnete]: “The 8th and 10th Armies will attack and [zwar] initially 
advance: 8th Army on the 7th February with its right wing over the Line 
Kurwien — Rudzanny towards Kolno — Johannisburg (see map 2); The 10th 
Army on the 8th of February with XXXIX., XXXVIII., and XXI. Army Corps over 
the line of the reinforced 1st Cavalry Division with the right wing [etwa auf] 
Kussen, with the left [weit umfassend] on [or north] of the Memel.” 

With these orders were the army commanders informed about the 
course of the coming events. They had now themselves within the 
framework of the directives received in [gegenseitigem Einverstandnis] to 
act independently. [Jedem bot Auftrag], terrain and disposition/conduct of 
the enemy [grundverschiedene] conditions. 

Through the security measures that were in place it had been possible 
to keep secret the intentions of the German leadership from the foe. The 
arrival of the numerous troop transports behind the German front, as well as 
the approach of the newly arrived army corps and divisions remained hidden 
from the unsuspecting enemy. The Russian aerial reconnaissance had failed 
to our benefit. Therefore the Russians were caught completely by surprise on 
the 7th of February by the sudden forward march of the 8th Army’s right 
wing, the reinforced XL. Reserve Corp, to which belonged the 79th and 80th 
Reserve Divisions, the 2nd Infantry Division, and the 3rd Cavalry Brigade. On 
the German side for days one had [geachtet] with [Anspannung] all forces 
for any sign of a possible rearward movement by the enemy. Nothing of the 
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sort took place. The vast Johannisburg [Heide stretching southwest of the 
Lake Spirding had taken the newly arrived attack troops under its protective 
roof. Thus grew the [prospect, to conduct the blow prepared against the 
Russian 10th Army to a decisive resolution. 

The objective of the reinforced XL. Reserve Corps under General 
Litzmann was initially to win and enforce the Pisseck Sector by and south of 
Johannisburg. The Russians had blocked the eastern bank of this river with 
strong fortifications and pushed forward a few fortified [Blockstellungen] in 
front of the sector. He had proven himself here, like already earlier at 
different locations, to be the master of the art of fortification. These 
fortifications [would] be attacked frontally, stormed, the crossings over the 
river opened, and the further advance kept free. This was the objective of 
the first battle sector. On forest paths covered in deep snow [under] constant 
fighting the vanguard with detachments of Cossacks and Russian patrols the 


columns of Litzmann’s Corps wended through the lake and forest landscape. 
Despite the labours and exertions, and despite the strongest Russian 
resistance, the 2nd Infantry Division, which was moving forward on the left 
wing of the Corps, could already report in the afternoon, that the fortress-like 
entrenched village Snopken situated on a water course west of the Pisseck 
had been stormed and taken. For the planned attack against Johannisburg it 
came on the 7th of February, however, was not to be, since the enemy was 
defending the marshy, unfrozen terrain south of Lake Spirding with the 
utmost determination. As a result of giant snow drifts in the Johannisburg 
Forest, the 79th and 80th Reserve Divisions had considerable march delays 
and only reached the Pisseck Sector during the afternoon. Despite this the 
80th Reserve Division still forced the crossing of the stream by Wrobeln 
during the late evening and into the night. To its south, the 79th Reserve 
Division had reached the meadowed valley of the Pisseck stream west of 
Gehsen as night was falling without being able to dispute the crossing on this 
day. Some units of the XL. Reserve Corps had marched up to 40 kilometres 
on the 7th of February. 
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Had the Russians on this first day only gained the impression of a 
partial operation by our right wing? Had he been deceived about the danger 
looming over him by the calm disposition of the rest of our front? The fact 
remains, that all along the enemy’s front there were still no movements 
observed in the rear area. How should he also on a large-scale operation by 
the German forces opposite him in this terrain consider, in which apparently 
no motor vehicle longer forward could come, in which the roads and railway 
tracks were covered by a metre of snow. The newly falling dense snow, 
driven by the eastern storm, constantly obscured the air, only from time to 
time was the sun able to penetrate the clouds, only to completely disappear 
soon afterwards because of a new snow storm. 

This was the situation when the morning of the 8th of February 
dawned. This day should now also bring the [Antreten] of the German left 
wing, the [fertig aufmarschierten] 10th Army between Gumbinnen and Tilsit. 
[Doch] before we the [sturmischen] victory procession of Generaloberst von 
Eichhorn’s Army follow, [wollen] we the XL. Reserve Corps by its continued 
difficult forward march to the East Prussian--Russian southeast border along 
still something [begleiten]. 

During the morning hours of the 8th of February the 79th Reserve 
Division, under the most bitter fighting, managed to cross over the Pisseck 
stream. However, General Siewers soon brought up Russian reinforcements 
from the south to strike against the valiant attacker’s flank. General 
Litzmann was [?] [darauf gefaßt]. He was well aware that it was his main task 
to come forward as quickly as possible with the Army’s right wing in a 
northeasterly direction. At the spur of the moment he sent out a flank guard 
against the enemy approaching from the direction of Kolno. In a difficult 
struggle, the latter succeeded in throwing back, the foe, who was 


increasingly being reinforced, and in the end to scatter the Russian 
envelopment columns under [Festhaltung] of hundreds of prisoners, six field- 
guns, several machine guns and other war materiel. However, was [dazu] 
become necessary/important, that the battalion just sent out to assault in 
the direction of Gehsen in the middle 
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of the fighting were swung/diverted to the south. The situation was saved. 
The XL. Reserve Corps stood with its two southern divisions firmly on the 
eastern bank of the Pisseck stream. The 79th Reserve Division now strode 
toward the foe in an uninterrupted advance on miserable country roads 
southeast of Bialla, the 80th Reserve Division, which fortunately had a 
Chaussee available, with its main body this [little] city itself. After forcing the 
crossing by Wrobeln to the north, a detachment from the division had to be 
diverted to support the 2nd Infantry Division. The Division Falk was [namely] 
in the meantime to the attack against the strongly occupied Johannisburg 
[geschritten]. The Russians had garrisoned this important road junction with 
two infantry regiments, which, under the fierce protective fire of heavy 
artillery, put up a determined resistance. It came here to bitter and bloody 
house to house fighting, but finally the place fell into the hands of the 
German forces advancing from the west, southwest, and east. For the 
defenders who had been bravely resisting there remained no way out 
because the elements of the 80th Reserve Division approaching from the 
south toward the Chaussee Johannisburg — Bialla [vorgegangen] were with 
the [Bestreben], to push the foe in Johannisburg into the lake district/terrain 
northeast of the city. However, 3000 prisoners, several field-guns and 
machine guns fell into the hands of the victors during the afternoon. Only a 
[Trummer] could save themselves by falling back to Bialla, where, however, 
during the night after a light engagement, the 80th Reserve Division had 
already arrived. The Russian wing south of the Masurian lake terrain was 
demolished. For Genera/ Litzmann it now came [darauf an], to reach the Arys 
— Lyck — Augustow road with the greatest rapidity in order to cut off the 
retreat of the Russians still holding the ground before the centre of the 8th 
Army. The divisions strove forward in the general direction of Lyck; [dorthin] 
had General Litzmann also already sent forward his 3rd Cavalry Brigade. 
[Doch] so smoothly should the advance not [vor sich gehen]. Initially the foe 
only offered little resistance, so that the troops who facing an icey eastern 
wind and snowstorm themselves could only arduously work their way 
forward on roads covered in deep snow, on the 


19 

9th on February from more serious engagements remained spared. The 
worst [erging] it the artillery and the vehicles. Despite the fact that they 
were equipped with sledge runners, in the end they remained stuck in the 
snow drifts. The horses, for whom there already began to be a shortage of 
feed, could not extricate the heavy vehicles. With manpower had to be 


assisted. Naturally had to in the first line the artillery with their guns and 
ammunition wagons be [nachgebracht]. Baggage carts, field kitchens, and 
other supply wagons had to [sich selbst Uberlassen] remain, so that from a 
regular provisioning for the troops soon no longer was possible. But everyone 
felt: “Only forward!” The entire Corps knew that him an important special 
task had been assigned. While the 80th Reserve Division [aus] of the 
Chaussee via Bialla went forward and in the night of the 9th/10th after 
fighting in the vicinity of Drygallen arrived, the 79th Reserve Division worked 
its way forward between the main road and the border, the 2nd Infantry 
Division north of the 80th Reserve Division. Serious fighting resumed on the 
10th of February. 

During the course of the 8th and 9th the Russian army leaders 
received reports from the right and left wings, which [auf eine] large attack 
movement by strong German forces [schließen ließen]. On the 9th it was 
clear to them that an imminent storm had gathered against them. 
Immediately they recognised the importance of Lyck. They understood that 
in order to save the Russian forces positioned the in the vicinity of Arys — 
Lotzen — Angerburg it was necessary at all costs to prevent the German 
troops advancing northeast via Bialla from reaching or crossing the Arys — 
Lyck — Augustow road. The terrain was exceptionally favourable for this, 
since a continuous chain of lakes between Arys and Lyck and between Lyck 
and Lotzen eased the Russian resistance (See map. |). At first, time had to be 
won, in order to organise the defence of this [Seenengen] and to bring up 
reinforcements to here. General Siewers therefore instructed his troops to 
defend the terrain southwest of Lyck to the utmost and only gradually pull 
back. The fighting by Lyck will later be discussed as a coherent whole. 
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Advances on the other parts of the Battlefront until the 12th 
February. 


North of the XL. Reserve Corps the Russians had during the course of the 9th 
of February made arrangements for a stealthy departure away [aus] the still 
held positions before the rest of the front of the 8th Army, in which they 
shifted their columns and trains to the rear, staffs transferred to places 
farther in the rear and arriving transports of reinforcements farther behind 
the fighting line stopped. Our valiant aviators had, despite snowstorms and 
other unfavourable weather conditions, continuously flown behind the enemy 
front, and thus the German command was provided with excellent aerial 
reconnaissance. All of the enemy’s measures were [in time] identified. For 
the 10th February was therefore from Genera/ von Below the general attack 
was also ordered for the centre and the left wing of his Army. The Russians 
evacuated his positions by the lakes between Arys and Lotzen during the 
night of 9th/10th February. When the to the commanding general of the I. 
Army Corps attached 11th Landwehr Division and fortress garrison Lotzen on 


the morning of the 10th went on the attack, they found no more significant 
resistance and could therefore during the course of this day in a relentless 
forward surge easily win considerable ground. It was different for the troops 
of the 1st Landwehr and 3rd Reserve Divisions advancing on the attack 
between Angerburg and Darkehmen. Here it only managed after difficult 
fighting that lasted into the night, to assault the enemy position, whereby 
the 1st Landwehr Division took over 100, the already much-proven 3rd 
Reserve Division, 700 prisoners, and captured from the foe numerous 
machine guns. To the north of the 3rd Reserve Division, the 10th Landwehr 
Division’s right wing was also engaged in heavy fighting. The left wing south 
of Gumbinnen could, however, push forward until to Rominte by 
Walterkehmen. The enemy was here due to the 
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pressure of the forward-storming German 10th Army against the Gumbinnen 
— Kowno railroad gone/pulled back. 

Generaloberst von Eichhorn had already pushed up on the 6th and 7th 
February his Corps close to the [Verschleierungsposten] [der] the left wing of 
the former 8th Army [bildenden] 1st Cavalry Division. He had even elements 
for the support of the cavalry had to deploy up front, since the Russians 
themselves on their north wing during the last few days to attack [stößen 
geschritten waren]. On the morning of the 8th of February his attack 
columns suddenly broke out over the [Postenlinie] of the cavalry. On the left 
[Entscheidungsflugel] moved the active XXI. Corps on, to the right the XXXIX. 
and on the inner wing of the 10th Army the XXXVIII. Reserve Corps. Each 
corps had the two divisions next to one another placed. Soon it became 
apparent that the heavy artillery and the vehicles could not make progress 
on the snow and ice covered sideroads and thus had to be diverted to the 
few larger roads. The divisional commanders had to themselves therewith 
accept, that even the field artillery could not always be in place in a timely 
manner to the breaking of the enemy’s resistance. Despite this the infantry 
strode to the attack wherever the enemy established himself. The 
[umgebogene] Russian defensive [haken] to the northeast was over the 
[Haufen gerannt]. The Cossacks positioned opposite scattered to all sides 
[auseinander], however soon [setzten] themselves, reinforced by Russian 
infantry, in the large forest on the bank of the Szeszupa again to desperate 
resistance. The march delays caused by the Russian winter threatened to foil 
the grand Hindenburgian plan. But everywhere found one also here by 
commander and troops the urge to advance. An army order, which to the 
XXI. Army Corps once again the importance of its [Auftrages vor Augen 
fuhrte], sourred the divisions of this Corps to tremendous efforts. Thus we 
see that on the 9th all roads between the Russian border and Gumbinnen 
were filled with the forward-striding divisions of Generaloberst von 
Eichhorn’s Army, on the outermost [Entscheidungsflugel] the 31st, next on 
the right the 42nd Infantry Division, 
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then the 78th, 77th, 76th, 75th Reserve Divisions, and north of Gumbinnen 
the Landwehr Division Königsberg. The vehicles carrying provisions had 
already been left far behind. The troops had to live from the land, so far as 
the withdrawing Russians even something edible had left behind. How 
common settlements going up in flames that marked the route of the 
retreating Russian foe. It was a terrible yet [schönes] picture, when we in the 
darkness marched into and all around on the horizon blazing farmsteads and 
brightly burning villages illuminated the way for us. This harrowing sight, 
which made all of us truly aware of the horrors of war, sparked in us a 
nameless rage. This [murderous] arson we had to [an the Kragen]! That was 
the only thought that inspired us, that drove us forward without rest. The 
intention of the retreating enemy was undoubtedly to deny the pursuers the 
possibility of finding shelter from the inclement weather during the short 
winter nights. But the Germans did not need them. Day and night they 
marched with short breaks despite endless hardships. General Fritz von 
Below drove tirelessly forward the divisions of his XXI. Army Corps. The 
Russians had themselves on the 9th February [damit] content, his right wing 
to bend back. Thus came it by a few divisions to intense fighting, which, 
however, always ended with victory for the Germans. At the same time the 
Russians initiated a flank attack from the east against the outer division of 
the XXI. Army Corps, in order to impede it in its forward march. Strong 
cavalry, supported by artillery and machine guns, [warf sich] in 
foot/dismounted combat on the left flank of the 10th Army. But in 
accordance with a [weit] foresighted instruction of the Generalfeldmarschall 
von Hindenburg had Generaloberst von Eichhorn his wing[s] and his rear 
with specially detached troops against/toward Kowno secured. Here found 
the 1st Cavalry Division, the 5th Guard Infantry Brigade, as well as 
Landsturm and Ersatz formations from East Prussia [Verwendung]. The 
forward march-movement of the 10th Army was, therefore, significantly 
delayed. Still on the evening of the 9th there was no withdrawal movement 
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on a large scale by the Russians detected. Then during the night from the 
9th/10th February already the XXI. Army Corps with the 65th Brigade of the 
left division, hurrying forward on the very poor road, arrived in Schirwindt 
and Wladyslawow. Dead tired and hungry were the troops at the first named 
place arrived with the hope, now finally billets and provisions to find. 
Suddenly a few gunshots were received from a lone farmstead about 1 — 2 
kilometres north of Schirwindt. The men were like transformed. As though 
electrified the riflemen of the two foremost companies of the Infantry 
Regiment 17 moved forward against the farmstead, and soon it was in our 
hands. Onward it went to Schirwindt. How it looked here! The once friendly, 
clean little city was now a pile of rubble. No stone was on the other 
[geblieben]. Only the war memorial was intact. As a reminder of the 
forefathers of 1870 called out to the warriors of 1915: “Do Your Duty! There 


is no such thing as fatigue if it means: at the enemy!“ Our heroes understood 
these words. 

A hail of gunfire was also directed at us from Wladyslawow. Attack! 
The movements were carried out just as if it was on a training ground; 
relentlessly the attack went forward. The Russians had to pull back. (see 
map 3.) 

The Brigade entered the city and found here well-earned quarters after 
being on the move for 29 hours without interruption. The rain of shrapnel 
that the withdrawing Russians unleashed over the city did not worry us. The 
rooms were still heated by the Russians, quickly we settled ourselves in. 
Foodstuffs were also available. Soon the tired troops were resting 
themselves in order to strengthen themselves for new hardships. The 
overrun foe had to leave behind thousands of prisoners in the hands of the 
pursuers. In the meantime the defenders withdrew southwards. Already the 
withdrawal of the Russian north wing was shifted via Wladyslawow to the 
northeast and toward Kowno; already was he compelled, his numerous 
baggage to the south on the roads of retreat the further to the south located 
forces to shift. When the morning of the 10th February dawned, one saw the 
foremost infantry units of the 10th Army already in the line northeast 
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Gumbinnen — Kussen — Pillkallen — Wladyslawow. The troops had made a 
considerable accomplishment; yet there was a shortage of bread and 
potatoes for the men, as well as oats for the horses. Meat was missed less, 
since the troops, upon arriving at the billets, were too tired to think of 
butchering and cooking, even if they had the luck, to find a head of cattle. 
They only wanted to sleep and rest during the short time that was left to 
them, since the coming day would again bring very difficult hardships. Mostly 
came one at about 10 or 11 o’clock p.m. into the quarters, which consisted 
of some kind of drafty barn. The next morning was one at the latest at about 
6 o’clock again ready to march. One strapped the belt a hole tighter and 
hungered. But one never lost courage, one knew that it had to be. 

Thus the [herabsinkende] evening of the 10th February saw the brave 
Army already crossing the Gumbinnen — Stallup6nen — Eydtkuhnen — 
Pilwiszki railway line. At a few places it also came to intense fighting on this 
day, [doch] had the onrushing pursuer everywhere the enemy resistance 
broken after a short while. The in the centre/middle marching Corps 
Lauenstein surprised during the night from the 10th/11th the complete 
without cover/security resting Russian 56th Reserve Division in Eydtkuhnen 
and Wirballen. They had believed themselves safe to rest far behind their 
own fighting lines. Indeed the Russians attempted lightning-fast to make 
themselves combat ready when the foremost elements of the 78th Reserve 
Division, the vanguard being Reserve Regiment 259, arrived at about 8:30 
o’clock in the evening by Wirballen (see map 4). When the Germans surged 
into that place, machine gun fire rattled out from holes in the roof and heavy 
infantry fire fell upon them from windows and cellar vents. Regiment 260 


also had to be committed in support of Regiment 259, and thereupon 
stubborn street and house fighting erupted, which went on until late into the 
night. Only toward morning did the shooting stop. In the end the enemy had 
to pay for his carelessness with the loss of 10000 prisoners, six field-guns, 
numerous machine guns, and 80 field kitchens. Three hospital 
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trains, considerable materiel, large quantities of care packages and an 
immense supply of provisions fell into our hands. 

That was for the troops, who once again quarters and night-rest 
[umgekommen war], a fine success. With help of the discovered quite 
considerable provisions could the XXXIX. Reserve Corps finally once its 
troops again provide substantial. Prisoners related that the Germans only on 
the next day by them were expected in Wirballen. They had very much 
underestimated our march capabilities. Further to the east the lead of the 
XXI. Army Corps had arrived in Wylkowyszki. 

As especially [groß] had [sich] during the course of the rapid advance 
the difficulties [erwiesen], which [sich sowohl] the commanders of the two 
armies as too the [nachgeordneten] leaders of the Army Corps and divisions 
due to the continuous snowfall of the last few days by the maintainence of 
the contact with the neighbouring units and own troops always by new 
[entgegenturmten]. Between the larger unit-formations could one from 
[vornherein] only count on radio contact. [Voraussetzung] remained naturally 
that the heavy vehicles of the [Stationen] on the snow-covered road with the 
troops the same pace could keep. This was not always the case, one knew 
however to help oneself. In place of the electrical radio waves the fliers 
sailed through the sky. Completely numb they landed their ice-covered 
machines with great difficulty on ground frozen rock hard, the reports and 
orders reached their destinations. There were [Glanzleistungen]! But also 
until [herab] to the regiments, battalions, companies, between infantry, 
artillery, and cavalry was a continual maintaining contact of all parts of the 
Army [Grundbedingung] for a favourable [Gelingen] of the planned 
operations. A German soldier does not know the word “impossible”. [Wenn 
auch] the lorries despite their powerful motors in deep snow remained stuck, 
[wenn auch die soeben gelegte], many kilometres long [Fernsprechleitung] 
through the storm or the weight of snow were [zerrissen], [wenn auch so 
manchem] brave cavalry horses in meter 
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high snow under their rider the lungs failed and energy collapsed, the 
reports, orders, and [Mitteilungen] came thanks to the determined efforts of 
the bearer/deliverer, who were always aware of the importance of their tasks 
and objectives. Only seldom did it come about, that a detachment of troops 
without connection to the [vorgesetzten] authorities remained; that had then 
however also other grounds; on willpower and sense of duty of the 
bearer/deliverer it never failed. Despite all difficulties managed it the army 


leaders time and again, the forward movement on the army fronts in the 
necessary [Ubereinstimmung] to bring. 

The further to the south that the 10th Army pushed forward, the more 
sensitive became its left flank and rear against a threat by enemy forces, 
that perhaps out of the large fortress of Kowno [vorbrachen]; especially the 
previously as flank guard utilised main body of the 1st Cavalry Division 
against the with enemy elements fleeing back covered, on the Njemen 
[zufuhrenden] roads far to the east sweeping [angesetzt werden sollte]. As a 
result had the [Oberbefehlshaber] of the German [Oststreitkrafte] on the 
10th [angeordnet], that the Landwehr Division Königsberg from the right 
wing of the Army Eichhorn to the left [gezogen] and for cover of this Army 
against the fortified Njemen Line to be utilised. This could [um so eher 
geschehen, als sich] on the 11th by the concentric [erfolgenden] advance of 
the right wing of the 10th and the left wing of the following 8th Army 
expected/probably already very [nahe kamen]. The after the departure of 
the Landwehr Division Königsberg [auf] the right wing of the German 10th 
Army forward moving 75th Reserve Division was namely for this day toward 
Wisztyniec on the Russian border [angesetzt], while on the left wing of the 
Army Below the 10th Landwehr Division should make for the [Romintenschen 
Heide]. 

Behind the foe escaping to the southeast the divisions of the XXI. Army 
Corps and of the XXXIX. Reserve Corps reached on the evening of the 12th 
February the low-lying marshland of the Szeszupa in the vicinity of Lubowo, 
by Kalwarja, and Ludwinow. As a result of this was to the enemy also the 
large/main road Suwalki — Kowno finally lost. The defeated Russian Army, 
which each division 
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in light [Verfolgungskämpfen] daily a few thousand prisoners and numerous 
war materiel taken, remained now only still the retreat through the lake 
narrows west and southwest of the on the Njemen located fortress Olita and 
through the marshy forest and lake terrain between Augustow and the 
Njemen. Already encountered after the [eingehenden Meldungen auf] the 
few Russian withdrawal roads the columns and [Trains] the before our 10th 
Army to the south withdrawing elements of the foe together with the before 
the 8th Army [sich] riding-back Russian masses. It had already become a 
confused disorder, over which the Russian leadership had ostensibly already 
lost control. As a result of the concentric [wirkenden] approach of the 
Germans, General Siewers was compelled to evacuate without a fight very 
strong rear area defensive positions that had taken months to prepare. A 
frontal extraction before this entrenchment would probably have required 
streams of German blood, however, the ingenious [Anlage] of the 
Hindenburgian plan made this blood-sacrifice unnecessary. [Alles kam darauf 
an], that tirelessly from all sides pressed after and no time was left for the 
enemy to reorganise. In a correct assessment of this situation reached the 
lead of the astride of the Russian border to the south advancing Corps v. d. 


Marwitz the vicinity southeast and southwest of the Wysztyter Lake. Also 
here the foe, where he himself [setzte], was through the indefensible 
onslaught of the pursuer always thrown back with heavy losses. 

The number of prisoners increased by the hour. On the 12th February 
the right column of the Corps v. d. Marwitz became embroiled in a serious 
fight with significant Russian forces by Lake Wysztyter, which before the left 
wing of the 8th Army on the [Romintenschen Heide] to the east wanted to 
[?]. Here relentlessly [nachdrangte] namely the 10th Landwehr Division the 
withdrawing enemy. The imperial palace at Rominten was on the evening of 
the 12th February once again in their hands. To their right the 3rd Reserve 
Division had reached the vicinity of Goldap on the evening of the 11th and 
fought until into the falling night the crossing over the marshy sector of the 
Same-named river. Despite 
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the determined resistance that the enemy offered in the strongly entrenched 
position on the heights by Goldap, the Pomeranians still managed to assault 
it during the night. On the evening of the 12th the Division managed to reach 
the region halfway between Goldap and the Russian border, after the 
completely destroyed bridges over the Goldap had been quickly re- 
constructed. The 1st Landwehr Division marching further to the south was in 
a race with it for the advance. The march performance of the old Landwehr 
age group was by no means behind inferior to those of the active and 
reserve troops. We find that on the evening of the 12th the pursuing 
elements of the Landwehr Division in the vicinity south of Goldap. During the 
course of this day, half of the Division was diverted in the direction of 
Angerburg, in order to be transported from there by rail to the southern 
border of East Prussia, where the situation had necessitated a strengthened 
flank guard for the right wing of Army Below. 


The Fighting by Lyck from 10th to 14th February. 


While the left jaw of the great Hindenburgian pincer the Army of the General 
Siewers increasingly wedged, the right hit upon rock-hard resistance (see 
Reliefkarte I). General Litzmann had already anticipated that the Russians 
would not give up Lyck, which was a road junction and protected by lakes, 
without a fight. This opinion was confirmed by papers that were taken off of 
a few dead enemy soldiers near Drygallen. From these it was learned that 
strongly constructed Russian positions were to be found south of Lyck in the 
vicinity of Neuendorf. Reports from fliers had proven that strong enemy 
columns via Lyck and to the north thereof were marching back to the east. 
This meant that there was no time to lose. All of the forces had to be 
mustered and the forward push continued. The objective was neither the 
capture of Lyck nor the positions near this place; the XL. Reserve Corps 
wanted and had to instead the foe his roads of retreat 
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[verlegen = cut off] and had to him on this withdrawal if possible to 
disrupt/end. Therefore, on the 10th General Litzmann intended to only allow 
Division Falk and the behind it approaching 5th Infantry Brigade to continue 
to advance in the direction of Lyck, the 79th and 80th Reserve Division 
however under bypass of the lake district [?] to the south [umfassend 
vorzufuhren]. The 3rd Cavalry Brigade should push forward against the Lyck 
— Augustow road. Before, however, the 80th Reserve Division on the 
Chaussee by Rakowen to the south could shift, on the 10th its vanguard 
became involved in an engagement with a strong enemy in the vicinity of 
Andreaswalde (see map 5). Also the 2nd Division, which was advancing north 
of the Chaussee Drygallen — Lyck, came up against Russian positions by 
Sutzken and to the north thereof. General Litzmann nevertheless held to his 
previously mentioned decision. The main body of the 80th Reserve Division 
swung to the south in the direction of the Chaussee running along the 
border. On this the 79th Reserve Division had reached Skarzinnen during the 
evening of the 10th. While the artillery southwest of Lyck began to speak 
with increasing ferocity on the 11th February, the 79th Reserve Division 
already managed to reach the Prussian border town of Prostken during the 
evening of this day. A few kilometres behind them the main body of the 80th 
Reserve Division had gone over to rest. 

In the meantime the 2nd Infantry Division and the vanguard of the 
80th Reserve Division had become bogged down by the enemy positions 10 
kilometres southwest of Lyck. The 3rd Infantry Brigade was also thrown into 
the fighting without being able to effect a decision. Whenever it managed to 
conquer a Russian position, the foe took up a new one close behind it that 
had been previously prepared. He even moved up reinforcements on the 
Chaussee Lyck — Arys and threw them against the left flank of the attacking 
Germans. In the vicinity of Thalussen it came to a difficult struggle. The 
situation for the German forces southwest of Lyck appeared not harmless. As 
a result the commanding general decided/resolved, the to the south 
[abgedrehten] elements of the 80th Reserve Division on the 12th to move up 
against the left wing of the Russian positions to the north. He hoped that the 
79th Reserve Division would during the next day[s] via Rajgrod in the 
direction of Augustow quickly 
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move forward. The longer one held firm the Siberian Ill. Army Corps fighting 
by Lyck, the greater was the possibility to annihilate it. The 3rd Cavalry 
Brigade had already reached the vicinity southeast of Lyck, after it had 
managed to [burst through] the Lyck — Grajewo — Osowiec railway at 
various places. Already moving forward north of the line of lakes Lyck — Arys 
the troops under the commanding general of the |. Army Corps on a broad 
front to the east. If they succeeded to quickly pass through the chain of lakes 
between Lyck and Lotzen, then they could cut off the retreat the area of 
Lyck. But these troops encountered at the lake narrows also themselves 


everywhere upon intense enemy resistance. Here it came to fighting by 
Woszellen, Neu-Jucha, Wensowken, and Gr.-Gablick. Until the evening of the 
11th managed it nowhere to break through (see Reliefkarte 1). 

The battle continued with undiminished severity on the 12th. In an icy 
snowstorm -- which the rifle barrels [vollwehte] and caused the water of the 
machine guns to freeze -- that blew from the east into their faces, the brave 
attackers stride for stride had to work their way forward across fields 
covered in deep snow and, in places, very marshy terrain. One could only dig 
a very makeshift shallow rifle pit into the solidly frozen ground in order to 
protect oneself from the effects of enemy artillery and infantry fire. The 
Russians were feeling the knife at their throat, and he wanted to save what 
he still could of his army. The [Mut] of the [Verzweiflung verlieh] to him 
[energy]. He committed ever new masses to the engagement. But in 
determined attacks the German troops time and again stormed forward, East 
Prussians, Pomeranians, Hanseaten [?], and Mecklenburger, with the 
[bestimmten] awareness of the moral superiority and with the steady 
confidence in the final victory. [Mochte] the assigned objective still be so 
difficult, it gave no [Verzagen], no turning back. This battle-day is a special 
page in German history in a [gleicher Weise] for active, reserve, Landwehr, 
and Landsturm troops! Southwest of Lyck was on the morning of the 12th 
February the town of Baitkowen, which the 5th Infantry Brigade during the 
night before had stormed, was again lost. 
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The situation, however, had improved considerably, as soon as the recalled 
main body of the 80th Reserve Division appeared on the battlefield and 
joined in the fighting from the south. Nevertheless managed it still not to 
achieve a decisive success. Also the advance of elements of the |. Army 
Corps from the north in the direction Thalussen [vermochte] did not compel 
the foe to surrender his positions before Lyck. By the I. Army Corps, during 
the course of the day it did not succeed to take possession of the lake 
narrow by Woszellen. Neu-Jucha was stormed as night was falling. The 
column moving forward to the north a few kilometres east of Wensowken 
encountered renewed enemy resistance, so that on the following day still not 
with certainty that troops from the I. Army Corps north of Lyck would enter 
into the fighting was to figure/count on. 

Under the pressure of the threat to the wings on both sides -- to the 
south from the main body of the 80th Reserve Division, to the north from 
elements of the I. Army Corps pushing southward from Woszellen -- the 
Russians moved closer toward Lyck during the night of 12th/13th, in order on 
the following day in the line Neuendorf — Bartossen, about 5 kilometres 
before Lyck, to take up the fight anew. While the frontal battle resumed 
here, the 80th Reserve Division pushed elements onto the east bank of the 
Lyck river, in order to push forward from the south against the same-named 
city and the Siberian Ill. Corps toward Lake Lyck the retreat to block/shift. 
But this column also came upon tenacious resistance south of Lyck. [Ihr] 


managed it until to the evening just as little, the Russian withdrawal road to 
reach, as the columns of the [Zusammengesetzten] I. Army Corps. The latter 
stood between Woszellen and Lake Laszmiaden before a new Russian 
position. All efforts to overrun it were to no avail. The enemy also did not 
give way during the afternoon when Woszellen itself was stormed and taken. 

Only the northernmost column of the [Zusammengesetzten] I. Army 
Corps had resumed the advance in a purely easterly direction toward 
Marggrabowa following the engagement by Gr.-Gablick on the 11th February 
without finding noteworthy resistance. On the evening of the 13th 
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the detachment rested about 8 kilometres west of this city. It had contact 
with the forces marching before it to the left. From these half of the 1st 
Landwehr Division had crossed the Marggrabowa — Goldap road and 
reached Lakellen on the evening of the 13th. To the left [daneben] had the 
3rd Reserve Division after a short, but intense fight by Mierunsken stepped 
onto Russian soil. They went over to rest near Filipowo. On the outermost 
wing of the 8th Army was at the same time the 10th Landwehr Division 
managed to reach the Filipowo — Suwalki road about halfway between both 
places. In order to hinder the retreat of the Russians now fighting by Lyck, all 
of these German march columns were [angesetzt] against the Lyck — 
Augustow road and [auf größte Beschleunigung hingewiesen]. The Siberians 
positioned before Lyck suspected nothing about this new danger when they 
on the morning of the 14th, despite the strong, concentric pressure from the 
Germans the fight, renewed the fight with the lake narrows to their backs. 
During the morning the 80th Reserve Division managed to take Neuendorf 
and to push in the Russian left wing. Now finally the Siberian Corps resolved 
itself to withdraw, which in some places devolved into a flight, but for the 
most part succeeded, since neither the elements of the 80th Reserve 
Division fighting on the east bank of the Lyck river, nor the troops fighting 
south of Lake Laszmiaden from the commanding general of the I. Army Corps 
was able to break the enemy resistance in time. 

While the battle by Lyck was still raging, the news was received that a 
new enemy was advancing from Grajewo to the north against the Prussian 
border, and that troops were detraining at Grajewo on the Osowiec — Lyck 
railway. Because of these new enemy forces, the right flank of the Army, and 
specifically the 79th Reserve Division, was extremely threatened. This 
Division and the 3rd Cavalry Brigade were in the meantime in the endeavor, 
beyond the border to push forward against the Russian withdrawal route, the 
Lyck — Augustow road, until in the vicinity of Rajgrod managed and here 
came upon enemy entrenchments. Only slowly could they gain ground. 
During the evening of the 13th they were engaged in heavy fighting. The 3rd 
Cavalry Brigade detached/disengaged, however, and, 
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passing south of Rajgrod, hurried forward through the marshy forests in the 


direction of Augustow. To counter the Russians located to their rear by 
Grajewo the 79th Reserve Division only had very weak elements available. 
The Army High Command of the 8th Army, however, had already his 
measures against the foe [getroffen]. Initially [warf sich] the newly detrained 
4th Cavalry Division against the enemy and [festhielt] him by Grajewo, until 
other troops could be in place. The 80th Reserve Division already moved 
closer. It had been pulled out of the battlefield by Lyck as soon as the 
Russian resistance had grown weaker following the capture of Neuendorf. 

In the meantime the German troops pressed after the withdrawing foe 
from the south, west, and northwest toward Lyck, and took from him 5000 
prisoners, one field-gun, and 8 machine guns. The total booty for the XL. 
Reserve Corps in the fighting from the 8th to 14th February amounted to: 34 
officers, over 8000 men, 14 field-guns, 24 machine guns, and countless war 
materiel. 

On the market square of Lyck, amid the smoking rubble, the German 
troops congratulated one another for the capture of this beautiful city, which 
sadly had suffered considerably during the fighting. There was a lively and 
colourful bustle amid burning houses, for here too the thousands of Russian 
prisoners were crowded together. Suddenly the [Ruf verbreitete sich]: “There 
is the Kaiser!” The increasing [anschwellende] cheers left no more doubt that 
the rumour was indeed true. Kaiser Wilhelm had hurried from the Polish front 
to the Masurian battle and had already on the 13th, after viewing Fortress 
Lotzen, been present at the heavy fighting by the I. Army Corps. Now a lorry 
carried him to his victorious troops in the burning city. [Voller Jubel], with 
beaming eyes, the bearded warriors from Fusilier Regiment Nr. 33 swarmed 
their Kaiser and [obersten Kriegsherrn], who them [voll Ruhrung] and with 
filled with [frohem] pride, his appreciation and expressed his full recognition 
for what had been accomplished. In such a moment each, those who shortly 
before were staring death 
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in the eyes, likely forget the dangers, exertions, and all hardships. The Kaiser 
amid his soldiers still under the Russian guns! That is a memory for a 
lifetime. He who was able to experience it will never again forget it. Inspired 
to new deeds, filled with new courage, and with new [Widerstandskraft] 
against the coming tribulations [beseelt], [setzen] troops, who in this [Weise] 
through their Kaiser and King were [ausgezeichnet], [alles daran], 
themselves such [Vorzuges wert zu zeigen]. The Imperial Army Commander 
could not greet all of the troops, despite the fact that he no doubt would 
have liked to have thanked each and every man personally. [Zu schnell 
drangten] the regiments after the enemy [galt es doch], the defeated foe to 
remain on the heels, him not to allow [zur Ruhe kommen]. It was ever so 
more important to remain on the foe’s heels, when the 79th Reserve Division 
still [schwer verstrickt] by Rajgrod in fighting was involved and it the over 
the Marggrabowa — Filipowo Line to the south forward rushing left wing of 
the Army on the 14th was still not possible to reach the Lyck — Augustow 


road. While the troops engaged in the fighting by and northwest of Lyck still 
until in the vicinity of Sentken pushed forward, managed the via 
Marggrabowa approaching elements of the [Zzusammengesetzten] |. Army 
Corps until within 8 kilometres of the Russian withdrawal road and spent the 
night in the vicinity of Kleszowen. The half of the 1st Landwehr Division 
closed in on the Chaussee Marggrabowa — Raczki. To the east of them the 
3rd Reserve Division broke the enemy’s resistance by Bakalarzewo and 
hurried on toward Raczki. Here they fell upon the flank of a strong enemy 
column (at least a division) and in the evening stormed the strongly occupied 
and fortified place. The enemy flooded back to Augustow, leaving behind a 
few hundred prisoners. Behind the Pomeranians the 10th Landwehr Division 
moved up along the same road. On the evening of the 14th was positioned 
[also] the German 8th Army in a wide semicircle around Augustow between 
the Chaussee Rajgrod — Augustow and Raczki — Augustow. On both wings 
the divisions were engaged in fighting against the enemy forces, who 
already were pulling back to the east, and the [festgehalten] 
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had to be. In the centre of the Army was/were the exhausted troops after 
four days of heavy fighting east and north of Lyck went over to rest. But the 
leadership [durfte] now no rest day [gewahren]. The enemy withdrawing 
before the front of the Army [walzte sich] from the southwest, west, and 
northwest on the by lakes, water courses, and marshy forests [umgebenen] 
road junction Augustow back. Here he was threatened with annihilation 
should the pursuer relentlessly follow. 


Fighting of the 8th Army around Augustow. 


The 3rd Cavalry Brigade was on the 15th southeast of Augustow 
[Uberraschend] over the Augustowski Canal pushed forward (see Reliefkarte 
ll). The 79th Reserve Division fought on this day on the heights northeast of 
Rajgrod. The Russian allowed ever stronger, in retreat [befindliche] forces 
against them deploy, so that the brave attackers sometimes had a difficult. 
But already had the tireless General Litzmann the 80th Reserve Division, 
which their foe by Grajewo together with the 4th Cavalry Division defeated 
and with the capture of over 1000 prisoners to the south had beaten back, in 
the direction of Rajgrod set off in march. The 4th Cavalry Division, followed 
by the 3rd Cavalry Brigade, was to push forward as rapidly as possible across 
the Augustowski Canal through the marshy forests against the roads running 
from Augustow to the south and southeast. 

The 79th Reserve Division still managed however during the afternoon 
of the 15th, the foe opposite it to beat and to the northwest throw back into 
the arms of the advancing German march columns there. From these had 
the 2nd Infantry Division, which after the conclusion of the Battle of Lyck out 
of the ranks of the Corps Litzmann departed and to the commanding general 
of the I. Army Corps was again assigned, reached the Russian border west of 


Augustow. North of it thundered the artillery of the 3rd Reserve Division, 
which on the 
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heights 5 kilometres south of Raczki already again upon fortified Russian 
positions had come upon and here a difficult fight ensued [?]. During the 
afternoon [herbeigeeilte] elements of the 10th Landwehr Division entered 
the fighting in support. It managed the foe step-by-step to throw back toward 
Augustow. 

The bulk of the hitherto between the 2nd Infantry Division and the 3rd 
Reserve Division in forward march [gewesenen] Landwehr troops was 
through the Army High Command on orders from the [Oberbefehlshabers 
Ost] to the south diverted/swung been, in order to reinforce the units 
allocated for the security of the right flank and the ever-longer becoming 
rearward connections of the Army. The foe threatened here always anew 
with strong forces, the over the Bobr by Osowiec and [flufSabwarts 
vorstiefen]; therefore were already in the last [few] days the 5th Infantry 
Brigade and significant elements of the 3rd Reserve Division been removed 
from the pursuing troops. Now the 11th Landwehr Division was removed 
from the [Verbände] of the I. Army Corps. 

In the morning twilight on the 16th the pursuer commenced the 
forward march against Augustow. However soon they came upon a strong 
Russian defensive position. The foe had himself renewed [gesetzt], in order 
the by Augustow [zusammengedrangten] masses time for the continued 
[Abflufg] through the [dortigen Straf&enengen] to the south and southeast to 
[verschaffen]. He stood in a semicircle around Augustow at a distance of 
about 6 — 8 kilometres before the city (see map 6). The attackers: the XL. 
Reserve Corps on both sides of the Chaussee Rajgrod — Augustow from the 
southwest, the 2nd Infantry Division from the west, the half of 3rd Reserve 
Division and the half of 10th Landwehr Division from the northwest. Between 
the 2nd Infantry Division and the 3rd Reserve Division [heranschob sich] the 
half [of] 1st Landwehr Division, came however on the 16th still not to 
[Eingreifen]. Nowhere managed it in the course of the day a decisive success 
to attain, since the determined foe had constructed several successive 
fortified lines. But soon disaster threatened him from another side. 

On the outermost left wing of Army Below was on the 15th a mixed 
Brigade from 10th Landwehr Division for the sup- 
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port of the right wing of the 10th Army engaged in heavy fighting by Suwalki 
to the east diverted been. It had attacked the entrenched foe by 
Poddubowek southwest of Suwalki and, after a bitter struggle, defeated on 
the 16th at daybreak. At about 6:30 o’clock in the morning the Brigade 
consisting of Ersatz reservists was pushed forward after the retreating 
Russians and had itself, advancing on the Suwalki — Augustow Chaussee, in 
the afternoon [Uberraschend] taken possession of the crossing-point over the 


Blizna by Szczebra. A weaker enemy force there was quickly beaten back. 
Until 6 o'clock in the afternoon was it [geglückt], the infantry with machine 
guns to ferry across. Artillery and cavalry had to be left behind until the 
completion of the temporary bridge on the morning of the 17th February. 
The fearless continued forward push against Augustow by the infantry 
managed at about 1 o’clock in the morning [Uberraschend] the barracks of 
Augustow and until 5 o’clock in the morning in the house to house fighting 
the city itself to take. The reward for this fearless and daring advance was 
5000 prisoners, one flag, 12 field-guns, and several machine guns. The way 
to Augustow was free. Whatever from the foe not through the lakes and 
water courses through to the southeast could be saved, was taken prisoner. 
The German forces located to the west of Augustow [scharf] pursued the 
fleeing enemy in the direction of this city and organised itself there for the 
continued pursuit. 


The 10th Army until the 17th February. 


In the meantime the Army of the Generaloberst von Eichhorn had not 
remained idle. Time and again the Supreme Commander had his troops to 
the [größten Eile angefeuert], in order to effect the annihilation of the 
gradually disintegrating Russian 10th Army. In the pursuing German units 
had [sich] until to the youngest volunteer the [Uberzeugung Bahn] broken, 
that here the [AufSerste geleistet] had to be. Fortunately had the situation in 
regards to provisions improved by all troops. The Russians were in their 
withdrawal 
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of endless columns [abgenommen] been, [die alles enthielten], what the 
soldier needed. True, sometimes one’s heart sank, when one saw the 
destruction done to the foodstuffs by the previous occupiers. A column 
consisting primarily of provisions which was taken by us, for example, 
covered about 2'/2 — 3 kilometres of the Sejny — Suwalki road. In order to 
deny the pursuer the enjoyment of the long done without good things, the 
Russians had, when they saw that all was lost, thrown down the sacks from 
the vehicles, cut them open, and everything indiscriminately strewn upon 
the roads, which were covered with melting snow. Up to on the [Knochel 
watete] one in the sugar, oats, tea and toast. An entire division could have 
been amply provisioned from these wasted supplies. But one found also still 
much [Unversehrtes], so that the troops could eat themselves until full and 
could provide with supplies for days to come. At the sight of the Russian 
baggage carts one got an idea of how the Russians had resided in East 
Prussia. They had taken everything that had not been nailed down: women’s 
hats with large feathers, women’s dresses and shirts, sewing machines and 
gramophones, pictures and engravings cut out of their frames, antlers and 
horns, art objects of all kinds, typewriters of German origin and the like more 
were to be found. Almost as important as the foodstuffs were discovered in 


the columns bandaging material as well as thousands of new boots. Each 
surgeon/doctor could himself new equip and amply [supply] with all for the 
sick and wounded care necessary. No man whose boots had deteriorated in 
the snow and melt-water, needed to march any longer in the old ones. The 
Russians had, without intending to, provided for his pursuer. He had been 
splendidly equipped. 

And thus the divisions on the poor Russian country roads, which due to 
the temporary thaw that had set in that transformed them into a morass, 
with daily accomplishments of almost 40 kilometres, to move forward. The 
XXI. Army Corps in particular accomplished the unbelievable. The 31st 
Division, which was on the outer wing, reached Lozdzieje on the 13th 
February, and then on the 14th February 
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pushed onward until to the northeast point of the Augustow Forest. On their 
right, the 42nd Infantry Division had already reached the main Suwalki — 
Grodno road by Sejny on the evening of the 13th and therewith diverted the 
foe’s retreat toward Olita and Grodno north of the woodland. On the 14th 
February it blocked the lake narrow south of Sejny on the northern edge of 
the Augustow Forest. The XXXIX. and XXXVIII. Reserve Corps had on the 13th 
and 14th heavy fighting to survive with enemy masses, who in their retreat 
before the 8th Army wanted to breakthrough to the east and northeast. 
Everywhere the foe was immediately seized upon anew and, suffering bloody 
casualties, were thrown back to the south, leaving behind thousands of 
prisoners and considerable booty. Despite this fighting, the left wing of the 
two corps advancing in close connection with one another reached that north 
of the vast woodland via Suwalki to the east running Chaussee by Krasnopol. 
For the heights northeast and north of Suwalki was on the evening of the 
14th from the right wing division of Corps Lauenstein and the two divisions of 
the Corps Marwitz fiercely struggled. The foe here put up a desperate 
resistance, in order in connection with his positions by Raczki and Augustow, 
against which the 8th Army was approaching, time to make for the 
withdrawal of his masses through the difficult and marshy terrain of the 
Augustow Forest. The German divisions lacked some of their artillery, which 
was not to bring up been. Therefore, the fearless attacker was on this day no 
resounding success granted. However, the foe was not able to withstand the 
renewed attack on the morning of the 15th, and therefore he fled back to the 
south. 

While the fighting raged by Suwalki, was the division of the XXI. Army 
Corps situated on the east wing of the Army via Kopciowo close to the west 
of the Njemen along on the eastern edge of the woodland pushed forward 
and had taken up position by Sopockinie. Hereby was the approximately still 
in the woods east of Augustow located Russians the retreat to the east 
shifted/blocked. To him was left only still the Augustow — Grodno road. It 
was an exceptionally audacious decision, for the division stood 
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here scattered, before it the large woodland, in which still far superior, 
strong Russian masses could be found, and 20 kilometres behind [sich] the 
great [?] Russian Fortress Grodno, from which at any time new forces may 
break out on the attack (see overview map). But he who wagers, wins. If one 
wants to attain big things, one must also gamble/bet big. The other division 
of the XXI. Army Corps moved forward on the 15th from the lake narrows 
south of Sejny on the Chaussee in the direction of Augustow in the woods, 
while west of it the XXXIX. Reserve Corps the northern edge of the woodland 
blocked and the XXXVIII. Reserve Corps fighting to the south pushed forward 
via Suwalki. 

On the 16th February, on the day on which the 8th Army was heavily 
engaged before Augustow, a bloody battle developed in the middle of the 
Augustow Forest north of the Augustowski Canal. The 42nd Infantry Division 
from the XXI. Army Corps was on the evening of the 15th under light fighting 
via Makarce and Serskilas pushed forward and had still on this day hotly 
pursued with the 63rd Infantry Brigade lead taken the lake narrows by 
Studzieniczna due northeast of Augustow (see map 6). Only south of the lake 
again came upon the enemy, who had dug himself in astride the road about 
5 kilometres northeast of Augustow and the continued march stubbornly 
prohibited. In the meantime it had become night. A new attack against the 
strongly-manned, with many machine guns outfitted, on both wings on lakes 
resting upon forest position of the Russians came not forward. The 
small/little space for deployment did not allow for it, the 59th Infantry 
Brigade, which had followed behind the 65th with a few hours interval, to 
deploy. It was as a result further to the rear gone over to rest. Also on the 
16th [gluckte] it the 65th Brigade not the foe to defeat, despite they [sich 
wohl] their mission conscious was, for it had since grown dark on the 15th 
heard one in a southeasterly direction [verlaufendes ???] sound of wagons. 
The Russians moved back protected by the forests, immediately before the 
Brigade’s front on the main road toward Grodno. The brigade commander, 
Generalmajor von Estorff, dispatched the First Battalion from Infantry 
Regiment 
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Nr. 17 to cover the left flank toward Sajenek. With these troops managed it 
already on the morning of the 16th not more to establish contact. It was later 
established that they had been wiped out by the Russians. Only dead and 
wounded were seen again from this heroic battalion. At first the battalion’s 
flag could not be found, but after a long search it was found intact under a 
pile of corpses. True to their oath the 17th had met their death by their flag, 
having until their last breath fought for this symbol of loyalty. 

Aide-de-camps and patrols, who during the night of the 15th/16th from 
the 65th Brigade for contact with the HQ of the 42nd Infantry Division on the 
main road to Sejny were sent out, had to by Serskilas [unverrichteter Sache= 
without achieving anything] turn back, since they there taken under fire. The 


63rd Infantry Brigade was cut off from all contact with our own troops. How 
was this possible? After on the afternoon of the 15th February the Brigade 
the foe by Serskilas had defeated and was marching onward toward 
Augustow, were strong Russian forces from the direction of Suwalki, to the 
pressure of the XXXVIII. and XXXIX. Reserve Corps avoiding/evading, during 
the night went back toward Serskilas — Makarce. In Serskilas they at first 
came across the field dressing station of the 65th Brigade. The wounded 
from the previous day had still not been able to be transported away. In 
conjunction with the just arrived combat baggage of the Brigade heroically 
defended themselves the wounded and medical personnel, had to however 
finally the many-times superiority to be beaten. The 3rd Company from 
Pioneer Battalion Nr. 27, which on the morning of the 16th by Serskilas 
arrived, entered in the engagement, however had to after hours of struggle 
the ever new commenced mass attacks of the Russians slackened, since 
they [sich] completely [verschossen] had. All of the wounded, the doctors, 
and the care people initially fell into Russian captivity. Further along 
[stießen] the Russians by Makarce on the 59th Infantry Brigade and a few 
still rearward located elements of the 65th Brigade. The Russians, who [sich] 
in a [Falle fuhlte] and desperately to the southeast 
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wanted to break through, fought with the [Muts] of the [Verzweiflung]. Thus 
could [denn] on the [Dauer] of the enemy’s enormous numerical superiority 
the breakthrough not be prohibited. The 59th Infantry Brigade had to 
gradually retreat northeastward toward Froncki (see map 7). At the critical 
moment help arrived from the north. Genera/oberst von Eichhorn had upon 
the news of the fighting by the 42nd Division to the on the northern edge of 
the Augustow Forest [absperrenden] XXXIX. Reserve Corps ordered, to rush 
to the assistance of the hard pressed neighbouring division. Generalleutnant 
v. Lauenstein immediately sent the 78th Reserve Division toward Makarce. 
This/Latter there entered in the fighting of the 59th Infantry Brigade at the 
right time. The plan was, to push forward from the direction of Bryzgiel, 
Czerwony Krzyz, and Sernetka against flank and rear of the Russians fighting 
by Makarce, while at the same time the 59th Infantry Brigade themselves 
should renew the attack from the direction of Froncki. 

The deployment of the artillery in the woodland was almost impossible 
for the attacker and so the field guns had to be pulled forward until within 
the firing lines. The artillery entered the fray at close range, its heaviest 
weapons not for a moment forsaking. A wild fight developed, man against 
man. Each knew, [worum es sich handelte = what was at stake ?]. Initially 
was the tenaciously defended Tobolowo by the right and centre column of 
the 78th Reserve Division in the [umfassenden] attack taken. The continued 
march against Serskilas was commenced. A new enemy had dug themselves 
in on the Podserskilas — Makarce road and contested through exceptionally 
intense infantry and machine gun fire the exiting/emergence out of the 
woods. In the meantime the left column of the 78th Reserve Division went 


forward from Sernetka upon poor forest paths toward Makarce; the 59th 
Infantry Brigade had attacked from the direction of Froncki. Also here the 
determined enemy held firm. On both sides the casualties were great, 
because of the masses committed by the Russians naturally on their side 
was greater than on ours. Only during the night of the 17th/18th did the foe 
evacuate his positions, after still from Corps Marwitz elements of the 76th 
Reserve Division out of the vicinity 
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of Suwalki approaching from the direction of the northwest had attacked; he 
moved back to the south. About 800 prisoners, several field-guns and 
machine guns he had to in our hands leave behind. Weeks later the 
battlefield still presented a gruesome sight. 

The other elements of the 10th Army had themselves until to the 
morning of the 17th, the moment, where the Army Below through surprise 
attack came into possession of Augustow, [folgendermaßen verschoben]: 

The 31st Infantry Division was positioned on the eastern edge of the 
Augustow Forest between Holynka and Sopockinie [auseinandergezogen] in 
heavy fighting against elements from Army Siewers, which wanted to break 
through in the direction of Grodno. The Division could only detach weak 
covering forces toward Grodno. 

The 77th Reserve Division of the Corps Lauenstein was shifted out of 
the vicinity of Krasnopol to Sejny. Its vanguard moved forward a few 
kilometres to the southeast. 

The 73rd Reserve Division initially remained on the Suwalki — 
Augustow road. 


The Annihilation of the Russian 10th Army 


In the headquarters of the Supreme Commander of the German forces 
in the east had one until the morning of the 17th still could not gain a 
picture, to what extent it the Army of General Siewers had succeeded, itself 
behind the cover of the Njemen Line to flee. Also by the 8th Army had one in 
this respect/regard no clear understanding. In the headquarters of 
Generaloberst von Eichhorn in contrast had the news of the intense fighting 
by the 42nd Division in the interior of the Augustow Forest instigated the 
belief, that an even stronger enemy was to be found in this great woodland. 
[Seitens] of this [Oberkommandos] was therefore immediately the 
encirclement of the foe envisaged. In the meantime had 
Generalfeldmarschall von Hindenburg already new plans 
considered/pondered and therefore the preliminary orders to be issued [to 
let]. Generaloberst von Eichhorn should with of the 10th Army the undertake 
pursuit of the remnants of the 
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Army Siewers until to the Njemen. The commander of the 8th Army was 
assigned the task of crossing over the fortified Bobr — Narew Line in the 
Sector Lomza — Wizna — Osowiec to force (see overview map pg. 9). For the 
carrying out of this assignment was from the [Oberbefehlshaber Ost] had 
oreded a reorganisation of the Armies. Under the command of Generaloberst 
von Eichhorn [traten neu] the 2nd Infantry Division, the XL. Reserve Corps, 
and the 4th Cavalry Division. It [waren dies] the units, which after capture of 
Augustow the enemy in a southerly and southeasterly direction were pressed 
after. Due to the shortage of roads to advance by and west of Augustow 
remaining troops of the [bisherigen] 8th Army, the 10th Landwehr Division, a 
half of 1st Landwehr Division and a half of 3rd Reserve Division, went over to 
the new Army of General von Below and were set off in march to the 
southwest, in order himself here with the units to unite, which hitherto under 
the command of General der Artillerie von Scholtz on the southern border of 
East Prussia the right flank and the rearward connections of the 8th Army 
had guarded. It was these [außer] various border guard detachments of the 
XX. Army Corps, the 5th Infantry Brigade, a mixed Brigade from the 3rd 
Reserve Division, the 11th and half of the 1st Landwehr Division. The 
departing troops of the 8th Army exited from the scenes/showplaces of their 
most recent success with the proud feeling that they had contributed to the 
ultimate expulsion of the enemy from the eastern province of the German 
Fatherland and to one of the most glorious victories in world history. Already 
on the evening of this day could the troops of the [bisherigen] 8th and 10th 
Army through army order be announced, that their total booty currently 
amounted to: 60,000 prisoners, 65 field-guns, 98 machine guns, countless 
columns, miscellaneous vehicles and vast amounts of war equipment of all 
kinds. These were numbers that every comrade-in-arms the hunger, the 
cold, and all of the exertions and dangers of the last ten days gladly allowed 
to be forgotten. 

From the out of the Army Below to the Army of Generaloberst von 
Eichhorn transferred units were the 4th Cav- 
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alry Division and the 3rd Cavalry Brigade in the advance upon Sztabin (see 
map 2); the 2nd Infantry Division pursued on the main road Augustow — 
Grodno the foe fleeing back; they should according to a directive from 
General von Below so far pursue, as it the march ability permitted. Between 
these two Army elements the XL. Reserve Corps, moved forward to the 
southeast against the Bobr, with the 80th Reserve Division on the right and 
the 79th Reserve Division on the left. For these troops could it only [daraus 
ankommen], as quickly as possible the marshy sector of the river to reach, in 
order the foe during the difficult river crossing to intercept or him thereby at 
least for the complete [Auflösung] to bring. Indeed, on the 18th, the Cavalry 
Division and the 80th Reserve Division, between Sztabin and Krasnybor still 
considerable masses of the enemy to [stellen] and after an intense fight 
managed to drive into the river. Only a few elements from this enemy force 


escaped across this protective obstacle; everything else was taken prisoner 
or found his death in the marshy fields or in the waters of the ice-cold river. 
An attempt by the pursuers to themselves push across the Bobr failed, 
however, since new enemy forces defended the commanding heights of the 
left river bank. The 2nd Infantry Division managed on this day by Lipsk on 
the Bobr Sector. Also here the foe blocked the southern bank. The 3rd 
Cavalry Brigade moved toward it from the west. Behind these troops had 
[sich] on the 18th the divisions of the Corps Marwitz until in the area 
southeast and south of Augustow pushed. The remaining/other divisions of 
the 10th Army had tried to completely close the ring around the Augustow 
woodland. In correct assessment of the foe had the 31st Infantry Division 
[sich] already on the 17th immediately by the Grodno fortress past still 
onward to the south [auseinandergezogen], so that also the last of the 
Russians remaining road of withdrawal by Lipsk was blocked by 
detachments; but both the [Oberbefehlshaber Ost] and Generaloberst von 
Eichhorn were clear [sich daruber], that the in the east and southeast 
[vorgelegte (defensive) wall was only extremely weak. As a result 
Generalfeldmarschall 
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von Hindenburg dispatched the 1st Cavalry Division in the direction of 
Grodno to be at the disposal of the Genera/oberst von Eichhorn. They had 
until then together with the 3rd Guard Infantry Brigade, the Landwehr 
Division Königsberg, Landsturm troops from Tilsit the movements of the 10th 
Army in the left flank against the Njemen-Line Olita — Kowno covered and 
repelled each forward push by the enemy. Through the tireless activity of 
these troops was the bold, uninterrupted advance of the 10th Army close 
past on the fortified Njemen Line even at all possible become. For this reason 
had to be also their honour commemorated. It was for them a difficult task to 
remain inactive and look on at the successes of their comrades. It was not 
granted to them to participate in the annihilation of the foe, nevertheless 
they suffered just like them under the severe Russian winter, the difficulties 
with provisions, and the quite insufficient accommodations, when they on 
guard in their wintery positions the left flank of the Army of Generaloberst 
von Eichhorn protected. Enormous feats of marching had sometimes also 
been demanded of them, since they themselves, according to the rapid 
forward movement by the pursuing Corps to the south, had to relocate. 
While on the 18th February a weak enemy push forward against the 
rear of the 31st Infantry Division from Grodno occurred and was repulsed by 
the security company, the foremost elements of the 1st Cavalry Division 
under their divisional commander, Genera//eutnant Brecht, reached the 
Augustowski Canal north of Sopockinie. In the meantime the 77th Reserve 
Division had also moved itself closer to the 31st Division and for the blocking 
of the northeast part of the Augustow Forest, with the majority taking up 
position by Kopciowo. A regiment advanced to the southwest against Kalety, 
blocked the forest paths immediately north of the Augustowski Canal, and 


established contact with the 31st Division. The greatest danger had 
disappeared, for in the evening of the 18th, the 2nd Division positioned 
south of the 31st Division by Lipsk, on the other wing the majority of the 1st 
Cavalry Division and the 77th Reserve Division north of the 
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Augustowski Canal to intervene if necessary [at the disposal. It was also high 
time, because ever stronger Russian masses attempted to break through in 
the direction of the Njemen. They were pressured from behind by the 42nd 
Infantry Division, which itself in the interior of the woodland north of the 
Augustowski Canal by Plaska had again united and was already fighting 
there for the crossing of the canal. The iron ring closed ever tighter around 
the elements of the Russian army located in the Augustow Forest during the 
next few days. It became increasingly clear to the German leadership that 
enemy masses encircled here were still powerful. A [[battue was it to call, 
how the German divisions from all sides the Russians in an ever smaller 
becoming area crowded together. In the southeast corner of the Augustow 
Forest in the vicinity of Lipiny — Ljubinowo — Wolkusch — Vw. Mlynek the 
remnants of the Russian 10th Army were from their destiny to be [ereilt] (see 
map 8). Until the morning of the 21st had Generaloberst von Eichhorn his 
division as follows shifted: from the northwest and north [her] attacked from 
the direction of [?] Gruszki — Rudawka the brigades of the 42nd Infantry 
Division, following [?]this from the northeast the 77th Reserve Division, 
shortly afterwards [?] from the east the 31st Infantry Division and from the 
south the in the vicinity of Holynka moved 2nd Infantry Division. The pocket 
was closed in the southwest and west by the 76th Reserve Division. The 
Russian felt the iron ring [sich] around his [Brust legen]. Already for days he 
had been in the dense forests without [Weg and Steg] chased around. Soon 
he broke through himself through a metre-deep snow cover [Bahn], soon he 
had to himself through morasses and unfrozen marshes work their way 
through. From a regular provisioning was already for days not to speak of, let 
alone that of any rest at night. Time and again had he the horrible pursuer 
alarmed/scared, now seemed for him hardly still a rescue to be available. 
However, he thought not on that, to surrender. Under enormous casualties 
repeated he his futile breakthrough attempts, he hoped also probably, now 
finally to be relieved from the nearby Grodno fortress. The Russian army 
leadership must well have seen the ghost 
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of the Battle of Tannenberg rise. General Siewers, who days earlier had 
already abandoned his Army to its fate, when he no more way out saw, 
[mag] from Grodno out the Russian army command [beschworen] have, all 
anything obtainable for the deployment of his encircled divisions 
[heranzuwerfen]. Indeed the Russians by Sztabin and to the east went 
forward to the attack across the Bobr, however were delayed here by the XL. 
Reserve Corps and the 4th Cavalry Division, and thrown back in a bloody 


struggle with heavy casualties (see map 2). Also in the vicinity of the 
Fortress Olita was it behind the Njemen more active, indeed/yet had also 
here the German leadership already sufficient forces for the defence of a 
possible enemy relief attempts against the rear of the encircling army 
prepared/deployed. In wise foresight had the 78th Reserve Division been 
moved after successful resolution of the battle in the Augustow Forest to the 
vicinity of Sejny. The leader of the XXXIX. Reserve Corps, Generalleutnant v. 
Lauenstein, had on the 17th already taken over the command of all German 
military forces securing [gegen] Olita — Kowno. On the 21st was an out of 
Grodno [heraus] with strong forces, apparently the Russian XV Army Corps 
[erfolgender] relief attempt on the bravery of the 1st Cavalry Division, which 
the rear guard of the German troops against the Njemen fortress had taken 
over and through security detachments of the [hinter ihr] fighting divisions 
was reinforced, shattered, even if the situation for hours as not undangerous 
seemed. Such a desperate opponent struggling for life and death there were 
naturally also on our side painful casualties to lament. Thus was among 
others in machine gun fire on the evening of the 20th February amidst his 
faithful men the brave commander of the 65th Infantry Brigade, 
Generalmajor von Estorff, killed. For those who were present, the burial of 
this highly esteemed and much-loved commander will never be forgotten. 
Mourned by his brave-ones, who to him wholeheartedly [gefolgt waren], he 
was laid to eternal rest at the nearby churchyard of Rudawka. 
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With the complete failure of the Russian relief attempt on the 21st 
February slackened also the fierce attacks by the encircled divisions. From 
the evening of the 21st onward, the Russians realised the futility of their 
exertions. Fairness necessitates that one does not deny these brave troops 
their recognition. With admirable dash they had time and again attempted to 
demolish the encircling wall of field-gray. Now they were at the end of their 
strength. Cut off from all supplies of ammunition and provisions, from all 
contact with the outside, and robbed of all hopes of relief, they laid down 
their weapons after one last big, futile breakout attempt. Well over 30,000 
prisoners belonging to the 27th, 28th, 29th Infantry and the 53rd Reserve 
Divisions, including eleven generals, aw well as 200 field-guns, countless 
machine guns and large masses of other war materiel fell into the hands of 
the German troops. 

While the enormous procession of Russian prisoners [ordneten], could 
the victors to their great joy a large number of Germans, who had been 
taken prisoner by the Russians during the previous days’ fighting, among 
others the wounded and the nursing personnel from Serskilas, again shake 
hands with. The jubilation of those fortunate to be rescued, who had already 
been given a foretaste of the cold and hunger of the desolate Siberian 
steppe, one cannot paint a picture of. 

Under [Vorschieben] of covering troops against the Njemen the 
transportation of the prisoners now began and the enormous amounts of 


spoils. It was no easy task. There seemed to be no end to the earth-brown 
procession of Russians. Every comrade-in-arms who saw the groups passing 
them by, swelled the heart with pride and satisfaction, to have participated 
in this success, to have been allowed to witness this event in world history. 
Splendidly had [sich] once again proven the [Feldherrntalent] of our 
Hindenburg, who like always, [So] also now always correctly advised been 
was through his tireless Chief of the General Staff Ludendorff. Excellent and 
goal-conscious supported by his Army commanders, Genera/ von Eichhorn 
and General von Below, had he not 
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[not only] Known only to victory, rather completely to annihilate, despite the 
Russian winter and almost impenetrable marshy forests. With old Prussian 
self-sacrifice had the commanding general, the divisional commanders, and 
the sub-commanders under uncompromising commitment of their 
[Personlichkeiten] had carried through the seemingly unattainable. The 
enormous achievements of the victorious troops cannot be [hervorgehoben] 
enough. Like many tribulations, privations, and days of hunger, like many 
suffering of each who thereto belonged had, how much blood also on our 
side had to flow in order to attain the great result set by Hindenburg, that 
can only he truly measured, who himself had been in the midst of it. One can 
oneself no concept/understanding make of the efforts overcome, if one the 
Russian winter and the Russian [Wegelosigkeit] does not know from 
witnessing it in person. But the enthusiasm of the troops for Kaiser and 
Reich, the burning love for the Fatherland, and the will to eliminate the 
enemy, who had plundered and rampaged in East Prussia, had contributed, 
all tribulations to endure and all obstacles to overcome. The total booty for 
the 8th and 10th Armies from the fighting in Masuria amounted to: 110000 
prisoners, about 300 field-guns, several hundred machine guns, ammunition 
carts, field kitchens, and countless other military equipment, a few thousand 
heads of cattle and horses as well as three hospital trains and a warchest. 
The commanding general of the Russian XX. Army Corps, General der 
Artillerie Bulgakow, with his chief of staff and his artillery inspector, as well 
as the commanders of the Russian 27th, 29th, and 53rd Divisions, and 
several brigade commanders, were taken off into German captivity. 

The Russian 10th Army was annihilated, the Tsar’s Empire was less 
one proud Army. The unforgettable Hindenburgian victory at Tannenberg 
had found its equal and indeed perhaps had even been surpassed. [Um] this 
success [willen lohnte es sich] already, in the homeland to let the flags fly 
again! Jubilant enthusiasm was us from the homeland reported. For us 
comrades-in-arms sufficed the proud knowledge to just have participated. 
The 
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wonderful success was to us a fine reward for the performance. The brave 
troops however also earned this reward. Each man who had contributed to 


the monumental end result, who had worked his way through the snow and 
ice covered forests and fields of East Prussia and Russia, was and is a hero. 

The recognition of the Most High Commander Feldmarschall 
Hindenburg, and the Army commanders [ausblieben denn] also not. In 
[kraftvollen, markigen Erlassen] they expressed commanders and their 
appreciation: 


To Generalfeldmarschall von Hindenburg 
Insterburg. 


What our troops during the winter battle in Masuria have 
accomplished, can only be judged by those, who, like myself, witnessed their 
marches and fighting, their hardships and sacrifices. All had striven to 
contribute their best and [Letztes] for the great stuff/thing. Of equal value 
have new formations employed in this task to the old/veteran 
[ruhmgekrönten] troops in the east proven to me. Thus has the goal been 
reached. The enemy, who for many weeks himself in the German 
borderlands held, has not only been driven out, but has been beaten and 
anihilated on his own territory. Everlasting will such deeds in the memory of 
our folk endure. I express to all who have contributed to this glorious 
success, my imperial thanks and my highest recognition. In particular it 
[gelten sie Ihnen], my dear field marshal, [der Sie] the operations have 
masterfully conducted, as well as to Generaloberst v. Eichhorn and to 
General der Infanterie v. Below, who [sie] in splendid manner carried out. My 
intention today, as during the last days the end-phase by Suwalki, to be 
present and the victors personally to thank, has to my regret been prevented 
by the snow-covered roads. 

signed Wilhelm I. R. 
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Generalfeldmarschall von Hindenburg with a joyous heart brought 
attention to this praise from the Most High Commander of his glorious 
troops: 


It pleases me to be able to make known to the Army the following 
words of recognition from our Most High Commander. They should also be 
for us an incentive to continue to do our duty and our part. 

Long live His Majesty the Kaiser and King, Hurrah! 


signed v. Hindenburg, Generalfeldmarschall. 


To the troops of the 10th Army the following Army Daily Order was 
announced: 


His Majesty has the [allergnädigst geruht] to send to me the following 
telegram: 


To Generaloberst v. Eichhorn, 
Supreme Commander of the 10th Army. 


The newly formed corps in conjunction with veteran troops under Your 
Excellency’s leadership have, as their first feat of arms, achieved victory ina 
manner not less than could have been hoped for. Through more than nine 
days of forced marches across snow and ice covered, and then finally 
marshy, regions, it was managed by them shoulder to shoulder with their 
comrades advancing to the south under continuous fighting to break the 
foe’s determined resistance, to drive him away from German soil, to then 
turn the tables and inflict a decisive defeat. 

| express my fullest recognition to Your Excellency and the troops 
under your command for this glorious success and my imperial thanks, and | 
award to you the Iron Cross, 1st Class. 

signed Wilhelm I. R. 


I am proud of the fact, in you a [Truppe] to lead, that the old Prussian 
[Vorwarts von Belle-Alliance] has not forgotten, 
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I thank all of you and your proven commanders for the [vollbrachten] 
excellent accomplishments. 
Onward at the enemy! 
With God for King and Fatherland 
signed Eichhorn. 


Closing Remarks. 


The winter battle in Masuria was [geschlagen]. One of the greatest battles in 
world history up until this point was conducted to a favourable end. Certainly 
this battle will be famous for all time. Not once did the Russians, who must 
have been familiar with this land and the local weather conditions, consider 
it to be possible to carry out such a large-scale planned attack movement 
during this time of year. 

What had been achieved because of this winter battle? 

Germany was free of the enemy in the east. The inhabitants who had 
fled could now return in order to look forward to the approaching spring on 
their home soil. With the arrival of the warmer time of year the seed could be 
purchased. Had also the war to the German borderland through grim 
destruction inflicted some painful wounds, with work and money could all 
made good. The great relief work for East Prussia had already commenced in 
the heart of the Fatherland. The money flowed [reichlich], the work could 
begin. With ardour was restlessly accomplished. Already in the summer of 
1915 [standen] the acres of the eastern German lands again in the 
[Schmucke] of the cultivated fields. Where during the winter the fury of war 


had raged, now walked the peaceful foot of the countryman behind his plow. 
In some cases pathetically constructed shacks dwelled the [genugsamen] 
occupants, whose home and barn had been destroyed. They were comforted 
with the thought, that their fathers, husbands, and brothers out there on the 
front were not better accommodated, and lived only for the joy, again on 
one’s own land and soil to be able to reside and work. 
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And the Russians? An entire, large, well equipped army, of the 
[gesamten zu ihr gehorenden] war materiel had been lost to him. The 
advantage, to bring the war into enemy territory, had been taken from him. 
He was driven far back into his own territory. The desire for the return to 
East Prussia was from him likely thoroughly deprived. About a quarter million 
people will the winter battle to the Tsar’s Empire have costed; for aside from 
the large number of prisoners the bloody casualties had been high. [Mochte] 
this also by the seemingly sheer inexhaustible [Menschenmaterial] Russia’s 
mean only a small wound for the Russian bear, all the same he bled and had 
to he first new forces gather for any further rampages. It had [sich von 
neuem] shown, that the relatively small Germany would not allow itself to be 
crushed by the “Russian Steamroller”. Two German armies hammered on the 
doors/gates of the fortified Russian Narew — Bobr — Njemen Line, for 
already [drohnten], when still the transportation away of the spoils of victory 
out of the Masurian battle was not finished, German guns before the [Bobr- 
Befestigungen]. 

How had this all been reached/attained? Next to the [Uberlegenen, 
zielbewuften] and steady leadership [gebührt] the troops the honour and the 
thanks. The winter battle in Masuria, which with its epic marches and 
countless engagements over the course of two weeks, is naturally rich [an 
Handlungen], in which the individual man or unit has itself especially 
distinguished. This written account would, however, have to grow 
immeasurably in size, if one wanted to do justice to each and injustice to no 
one. The [stille Dulder], who on snow-covered roads under mustering of his 
last remaining strength worked his way forward, who then finally collapsed 
because of cold, hunger, or fatigue, and who had to be left by the roadside, 
perhaps to meet a miserable frozen end, is as much an hero as the others, 
who, equipped by nature with a great physical endurance, more accustomed 
to hardship through his earlier activities and lifestyle, the privations and 
tribulations to overcome [vermag]. With a cheerful heart he [zieht dieser 
seine Straße], carries the rifle of the weaker 
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or even the back pack, has for each a joke, sings perhaps still a merry song 
to cheer up his comrades. Then he comes at the enemy, forward he storms 
in the wild bravado, [reißt] the other[s] along with him, until suddenly an 
enemy bullet him in the midst of life [hinwegrasst]. Both die for their 
Fatherland on the field of honour. Both [daransetzten] their last and best, in 


order keep their oath of loyalty to their emperor. Both have sealed their 
loyalty with death. By all participating units experienced that conditions were 
very similar. Each of the [wackeren] combatants, to whom this short book in 
the hand comes, will the [Seinen] still details out of the great battle know to 
relate. Here [shall] only the larger framework for the personal experiences 
be given. 

Still a few words about the foe, which are perhaps necessary, in order 
the accomplishments of our troops to put in the correct light. In January 1915 
everywhere one read and heard the most remarkable opinions: “With the 
Russians it goes to the end, the Russians have no more ammunition, the 
Russians do not possess rifles, no machine guns, no cannons, no more 
energy to resist.” AS a weapon were to him oak cudgel [angedichtet]. In 
contrast, | can say from experience, that | never saw a Russian soldier with 
an oak cudgel instead of a rifle. But the quantities of the machine guns we at 
first quite surprised us. The Russians had more than enough infantry and 
artillery ammunition; we all experienced it ourselves. He who the Russian 
soldier at that time had gotten to know, will never claim that his energy to 
resist was broken. In peacetime reared to have a submissive obedience 
toward authority, in wartime he carried out every order without fail, so far as 
it was even possible. Where he stood, he would rather be struck dead than 
leave his post without orders from his officers. Only when they found 
themselves to be without a leader, /so/ated Russian detachments preferred 
to put down their weapons without noteworthy resistance; however, only 
because they no longer knew how to help themselves. The heated and at 
times quite costly fighting, which we had to overcome, [ablegen] 
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the best witness for the veracity of my assertion. That [sei] for the honour 
our brave combatants [gesagt]! 

Indeed in the end the Russians wandered around like hunted quarry in 
the Augustow Forest. To have brought him to this point, that [eben] was the 
credit of our unforgettable troops! 

Those who laid down their lives on the snow-covered fields of East 
Prussia and Russia during the fighting in Masuria have not died in vain. They 
could close their eyes with the hope of an eventual victory for the German 
folk. Their death for the Kaiser and Reich has borne fruit a thousand fold. The 
winter battle in Masuria is a significant event in the chain of the catastrophe, 
which finally condemned the Russian colossus to military impotence. 


